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amonesſt the Indians 1 n New-England. 
| | AJ 
'F | George Griffith, * ? 
| | | Matthew Mead... 
7ohn How, | 
Vincent Alfop. 
Taac Channcy. 
Nath. Mather. 


<Q <3S>aSG® 05: 4 <3 30> 
TO 445 3-6 EL LENCY 


Captain General and Govern,ur in 
Chief of the Province of rhic Maſtu- 
chuſett-Bay, in New-England. 
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To the Reverend, FTncrcaſos Dather, 
Preſident of Harvard Colledge. * 
AND 
To the Reverend, Charles Morte, 
Paſtor of the Church in Coariſtow:r, 


HOULD I not make Hononrable men: 
tion of Your Names, for Yor co: t!- 
nual Care of, and Infpection into, the 

: Great Work of Civiliz:;:;s the 1:17 ucns, 
nd Promoting the Work tor rheir Ce 

nd the hope of future incouraping the Preantft 
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THE DEDICATION. 


| Strangers to the God of Iſrae!; I ſhould be ; 


juſtly condemnable. - I have in the inſuing 


Scrole, preſented to the World a Trae Narra-| 
tive, though Short, of the Beginning, Progrels | 
and Preſent State of the Indians on Martha”: 


Vineyard ard Iflands Adjacent, and Places on 
the Mainland to them relating, reſpeCting their 


Converſion. That I have not ſpoken of other} 


parts of New England, may be juſtly Excuſed ; 
{ince I have Written little more than what is of 


my ow7 kxowledge : of other places | muſt have] 


preſumed from report. Of the Calumnies caſt 
on the /a4:an Proſcſſors, I have in the diſcourſe 
preſented to Your view, ( as in other things) 
Jpoken briefly, Which I hope will be ſome Satis- 
fattion to You. I ſhall only deſire of You, 
that inconragement might be given to ſome 
Engliſh, or Indian, Spirited for ſuch Service 
( humbly conceiving an Jndian moſt probably 
like to ef&& the ſime) to viſit the Indians, 
bordering on New England ;, who might carry 
ts them the glad Tydings of the Goſpel ; bur 
fince I may not doubt Your Prudence, in this 
a5 in other your weighty Afﬀeaires ; I ſhall not 
add to this, but Subſcribe 


lour EXCELLEACIES, 
And 
Your HONOURS, . 
Aoſt Humble Servant, 
Martha's Vineyard, 


Jane 18. 16944 AMMATTHEW MAY HEW. 
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PREFACE 


H AT Bleſſed Work, which « the Prin- 
cipal Subjett of theſe followirg Narratives, 
was begun about Fourty or Fifty Tears ago: 
And there were then Publiſhed, for Three or Four 
Years ſucceſſively, ſeveral Prints giving account of 
its Progreſs, under the Titles of, The Day daw- 
ning, &c. Strength out of Weaknels, &c. 
Tears of Repentance, &c. to the great rejoycing 
of the Hearts of many Precious Saints 0' that 'Day. 
Since that Time, there hath heen but littie (that 1 
know of ) Communicated to the Public, concerning 
that Aﬀair ;, ſave only ,that Letter frcm my Dear 
Brother, Afr, Increate Mather, w DPotfor John 


Leuſden of Utrecht,' which * hcre Irſerte?, and 


which was ( ſoon a/ter it was Received) Pruted 17 
Latine, as it was Written , and alſo Tranſlated 
into Frenct;,-and into Engliſh ; and the French 
Tranſlation Printed in the Netherlands,'the Latine 
and the Engliſh here i: T.ondon ; firſt by it ſelf, 
and the Engliſh again afterward in the Story of the 
Lifeof Mr. John Eliot, by my Dear Nephew Ar. 

A3 Corton 
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Cotion Mather :}Which . fe of AMr.Eliot was firſs 
Primed ; 5/2 Ie? ww En gland, and hath 
thrice i Beit 872 Loadon (hs 709t witigui being g great- 


iy, maimed, according tote itt ecljon and Fe afure | 


&; © or  Engis 11]; 3CEX Exp! $24 tQrivs. ts Letter 
Wie, ji irinted Vere, Weis Preſented to the Ring 
ty t.:e £19 ht Flononrable the Lord Wharton. Theſe 
oter Papers, bore ju yned terepub, were lately 
Prited at Boſton in New England, and ferit 
over from thence io my Hand by my Deareſt Bruther 
there. 1 give thus fo Farucular an Account con- 
gerniag theſe Ke: _: ns, that the Reader may Yeſi 
aſſur ec 1 and farsfred concerning the Trinb and Cer- 
tzinty of Matter oF Fatt, as bere reported. 

The Jeſuirs abort 130 Years ago, endeauouread 
to amiſe the Vi orls by their Epiſtole Iidice, aud 
other Prints, with Stories of the Conver ſr01s W: ou 
by them, and their Companions, in the Eaſt-indies 
ard Adjacem iſles. But, as many of, the. Stories 
whic'? they tell are palpable at! 4 impuge; t Impojlures, 
fJorf all that they vauut ef their 00: A gw were 
tru, 1:0 miider Ce; ſen e of them Can be $5vem than 
that which Chriſ; pa ſeth on the Cone ſlots made by 
the Prariſc CCS, who (ered; my} corpaſ cd Sea and 
L.:1;:d to make one P; 'aſeiyic end when be was maac, 
he became twofold more 0 Child of Hel! than they 
T1» proſelyted him Of the Fuſt neſs of this Trap- 
ment Fas needs no other Evidence thau that Boot: 
Entuued, Maruale ad Sacramer.ta Eccleſig mi- 
niſtranda, D. Lud'wict Ce: guiira Faponenſts Epiſ- 
cops opera ad utum ſui Cleri orduiatum., Cum 
appro- 


been Priated | 
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approbatione & facultate. Nangſaquiy, in Col- 
legio Faponico Societatis Jeſu. . Anno Domrim, 
MDCV. I « & Direftory for tbe AMiniftring 


$ of their Sacraments, 4s alſo for Reconciling or Pu« 
| rifying Churches and Burying-Places, for making 


Holy-water, for bleſſing Prieſts Garments, New 
Croſſes, a Paſchal Lamb, Bread, New Fruits, 
Candles, New Houſes, New Ships, Nets, New 
ſown 'or planted Ground, Sick Cattle ; as a'fo for 
exorciſing or driving out Devils from Boazes, from 
Storms of Hail and Lightning, from Haunted 
Houſes; with more ſuch ]rumpery. It appears by 
it all along, what woful Chriſtians they there make ; 
the moſt Solemn Services wherein they are inſtrufted, 
and to which they are ingaged, being full of abo- 
minabie' [dolatries, foul and grefs and ſatiſh Super- 
ſtitions, etecrable Blaſphemnes, horrid Conjurations, 
and damned Magical Prattiſes : 1n all which their 
miſerable Converts follow, and have going before 
them thoſe Apents for Hell and Factors for the 
Devil, their wretched Prieſts and Perverters. 
But in theſe New England Preachers, and Con- 
verts among the Indians there, the Reader will find 
nething bnt the Plamneſs and Simplicity of the Gof- 
pel, arid the Power of the Grace of Chriſt accom» 
ing it. 
' Jt muſt be confeſſed, they ha've not in iſe among 
them either Loratike Biſhcps, or Pompons Ceremonies, 
or Set Forins of Fiuman Compoſure and Preſaribin 
for Publich, Prayer and Praiſe. But ſurely there 
may be Real Converts to Chriſt, True and Pure 
| 4 4 Churches, 


The: Preface. 
Qlurehes,. and Acceptable Worſvip tendred up to 
God, . without "thoſe Things which the Scripture 
knoweth nothing of The-:truth w, thoſe Perſons 
whom the Lord bath aſed .and. honoured in this 
Bleſſed Work, have no. more. fondneſs ifor ſuck 
Things, than the Zeglots for them have -for the 
Preaching and Propogating of the Goſpel. But be 
Men of what . Perſwaſion ſoever, if they be goad, 
and be of Holy Paul's Spirit, they will nevertheleſs 
rejoice, That however Chriſt w Preached and Re- 
ceived among theſe who, they and their Fere-fathers 
for many Generations, even beyond all Memory or 
Record, ſate in Darkneſs, and in the Region and 
Shadow of Death, if ever any. did. Theſe Aſ- 
ſaults upon the ſo long quietly continued Poſſeſſion of 
the Devil, and the reſcuing ſo many of hzs miſe* 
rable Thralls from bu Power, it ts likely hath much 
inraged bim againff New-England, 4nd cauſed 
bim to bear a ſmgular Spite to that Plantation; And 
certain it is, be hath by his Inſtruments raiſed more 
Trouble to thoſe Colonies, than to any other of the 
Engliſh Nation in America. 
That thu Work of Goſpellizing the Barbarous 
Indians hath been ſet on foot ſo ſoon, kept alive ſo 
long, and carried on te ſuch a Progreſs, by a Ge- 
aeration of Diſſenters, ſhould be looke upon as a 
Real upbraiding of the other Colonies of the Engliſh 
Nation in thoſe Goings-down of the Sun, for their 
great NegleAfulneſs of it. Never let it be ſaid, 
72ar let there be occaſion given for us to be thought, 
that the Engliſh Prelacy, Liturgy, and Ceremonies, 
will 


will 
blin 


nor 
no | 
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mig 
Ex: 
Wor 
SoÞ 


Th 


The Preface. 


will not admit of the Goſpel's being Preached to 
blind periſhing Heathens, that they might be ſaved; 
nor that the Vſers and Approvers thereof can have 
no Heart or Zeal for ſuch a Good Work, O that 
what of that kind hath been done in New England, 
mig ht provoke others to an earneſt Imitation of this 
Exampie, and an holy Emulation of them in the 
Work ſo manifeſtly tending to the Glory of Chriſt 
So prayeth 


This 29th. of the 11th. 
Month\,169?. Nath. Mather. 


£iw > 


Of the Indians Inhabiting 
in New - England, and 
Adjacent Provinces. 


£*"5-""\ O ſpeak more of the Original of this 
Peuple, than that they are deſcended 
th from the Loins of their great Grand- 
4 father Adam,however divers worthy 
men, have tielr divers Sentiments.; I ſhall not 
pretend 3 but that they are Origi- 

nally of oe Language is moſt evi- Language. 
dent: nor is the adinired knowledge 


of thoſe Ancients fo admirable, for their ready. 
ſpeaking more than Twenty Languages which. 


may rationally be ſuppoſed to have been but, 
one Originally ; though ſuffering ſome Change, 


by occational accidents : We know, the divers. 


pronouncirg of the ſame words, without dif- 
ference in Dzialett, may render the ſpeakes 


hardly intelligible,to him that writes alike ogy 


him; nor do I think the ſpeech of theſe 4- 
mericans ſo divers, but that an Jna;an who ts 
well 
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well acquainted with his own, may by conver- 
ſing with choſe, ſuppoſed of a different and other 
ſpeech, promptly Expreſs himſelf in very few 
years, to as to be well underſtood by Forty 
of theſe Nations ; Who by reaſon of Wars, the 
want of Trafſick and Commerce, and the advan- 
tage, other Nations have had by Literarnre 
have ſeverally ſuffered much alteration of that 
Language, at firſt indiffterently ſpoken by all, 
which yet is not more differing, than the pre- 
ſent Language of rhe Efygliſh, from their ſpeech 
not wany hundred years ſince ; which althongh 
it would not readily be underſtood, by a 
preſent Londoner, if he ſhould ſpeak with his 
great Grand-father,who than lived,yet hath nor 
ſo altered, but no long Converſe, might render 
them mu-ually intelligible. Of words not un- 
like in the /:d:ian Tongue hardly intelligible 
without cuſtomary diſcourſe of Nation with 
Nation, I might inſtance in above an hundred ; 
ſuch 2s Nuppaw, Duppaw, Ruppaw, the Sunz At- 
tik, Abtooque Fc. a Deer; Winnit, Wirrit, Good; 
and the like, Pum, Pum me, Pim, Oyl or Fat; 
theſe and the like, were doubtleſs the ſame 
words, little altered ; beſide which, the alone 
difference in Pronouncing the ſame word,might 
ſeem a great difference in the Speech or Lan- 
gnage: for Example, Wirrit pronounced ſhort, 
ſounds Writ, and might be not leſs readily un- 
derſtood, by differently accenting the ſame 
word ; to which I might add words, as ſuch, 
Expreſling 
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C3 
Expreſling the mind of the ſpeaker, being Com- 
pounded of other words, ſuitabie for ſuch Com- 
polition, yet as ſuch might be called new, or 
diſtinit from a ſpeech in tormer uſe; of which 
words, near the one half of this Peoples Lan- 
guage is. I have been the larger concerning 
their Language, that ſuch Engliſh whoſe hearts 
may incline to ſo good and great a work, may 
be incouraged, to go among thoſe who yer 
have hardly heard the Name of the LORD 
named among them. 


Their Government was purely Afonarchical; 
and as for ſuch whoſe domintons extended 
farther than would weil admit the Princes per- 
ſonal guidance,it was committed 
into the hands of Lieutenants, Government, 
who Governed with no jeſs abſo- 
lutene(s,than the Prince himſelt: notwithſtand- 
ing in matters of difficulty,the Prince Conſulted 
with his Nobles,and ſuch whom he eſteemed for 
Wiſdom ; in which it was admirable to ſee the 
Majeſtick deportment of the Prince, his Speech 
to his Conncil, with the moſt deliberate dif 
cuſſion of any matter propoſed for their advice z 
after which what was by him reſolved, with- 

ut the leaſt heſitation was applauded,and with: 
at leſt a ſeeming Alacrity attended. 


The Crown (if I may fo term ir) alwayes 
deſcended to the Fldeſt Son ( though Subject to: 
uſurpas» 


S - 


[14 ] 
uſurpation ) not to the Female, ' unteſs” in de- 
' fect of a Male of the Blocd; 
the Blood Royal, being in ſach 
Veneration among this People, 
that if a Prince had iſſte by divers Wives, ſuch 
Succeeded aS Heir who vas Royally deſcended, 
by the Mother, althou-h the Youngeſt; eſteem- 
ing his itſue by a Venter of lefs quality than a 
Princeſs, not otherwiſe than Sachims or Noble- 
men. 


Succeſſion 


Their Noble: were citiier ſuch who deſcended 
from the Blood Royal, cr ſuch on whom the 
Prince beſtowed part of his' Dg- 
minions with the Koyalrzes; or fach 
whoſe deſcent was from Anteſtors, 
who had time o't of mind been ERecmed 
ſuch. 54 


Nbles. 


Their Yeoz:ez were ſich who having no 


ſtamp of Gentilzry, were yet eſteemed as having 


a natural right .of living within 
their Princes Dominion y and a 
Common uſe of the Land'; and 
were diſtinguiſhed by rwo Names or Titles, 
the one lignitying Sabjeftion, the other, Tiller of 
the Land. 


Teomen, 


Although this People ret2ined nothing of 
Record, nor vie of Letters, yet 
there lived among them many: Fa- 
milies, 


Villians. 


[ 15, 1 
milies, who although the time of their Fore- 
fathers firſt inhabiting among them,was beyond 
the Memory of man, yet were known to be 
Strangers Or Forreigners;who were not Priviledg- 
ed with Common Right, but in ſome mealure 
Subject. to the Yeomarry, nor were not dignified, 
in attending the Prince, in Hunting or like Exer- 
Cie ;, unleſs called by particular tavour. 


The Princes, as they had not other Revenue, 
than the Preſexts of their Subjects ( which yet 
was counted, Due debt ) Wrecks of 
the Sea,. with the Skzs of Beaſts Revenue. 
killed in their dominion, and many 
like thingsy. as Firſt Fruits, &c. ſo they wanted 
none ;.ifor in caſe of 7%, both People and 
Eſtate. was wholly at #heir diſpoſe; therefore 

one demanded nor Expected Pay. If we re- 
ſpect their Court, it was doubtleſs maintained in 
great Magnificence, in diſtinCtion from the Sub- 
jed,. which is -the utmoſt can be obtained by 
the Greateſt Monarch ; their Families, and. 
attendants, being well Cloathed, with Skens of 
Moos, Bear, Deer, Beaver, and the like: The 
Proviſions for their Table, as Fleſh, Fiſh, Roots, 
Fruits, Rerries, Corn, Beancs, in great abundance 
and variety, was alwayes brought by their 
Neighbouring SubjeCts ; of all which they were 
as yoid of Care, as the moſt Potent Princes in 
the Univerſe. | 


AS 
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As the Prince was acknowledged, Abſolute 
Lord on the Land, ſo he had no leſs Soveraignty 
at Sea: for as all belonged to 
Dominion on Sets. titm, which was ſtranded or; 
| the Shore of his Sea-Coaft, Mn. 
whatever li/-ales or other Wreck'of Value, float- 
ing on the Sea, taken vp, cn the Seas waſhing, 
his Shores, or brought «and Landed, from any 
part of the Sea, was no leſs his own, 


I ſhall conclude this brief account of the 7- 
dians in general with whar long fince paſſed be- 


tween the late much Honoured, Mr. Thomas 
Maybew, and an Jzdian Prince, who ruled a: 
large pert of the Main-land. 
This Prince coming, to /fartha's Vineyard, 
with his uſozl attendants, being abour Ezphry 
Perſons, well Armed, came to Mr. 
Grandare. Maybew's Houſe, and being ad- 
mitred, ir down ; Mr. Mayhew 
entrcd the. Room, but being acquainted with 
their Cuſtomes, took no notice of the Prince's 
being there (ir being with them in point of 
Honour incumbent on. tne Inferiour to Salute* 
the Superiour -) a conſiderable time being paſt 
the Prince broke Silence; ard faid, Sachem ( a 
word importing in their Language not more 
than Nnble, or Worſhipful) Ar. 1/aynew, are 
ou well? to Which having a Friendly reply ; 
and treating of ſeyeral things, and of the Iſland 


HMartha's ' 
1 


% 
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Martha's Vineyard,being Peopled with Engliſh 3 
the Prince deliring.ſomethipg wherein the Eng- 
liſh were concerned, Mr. Mayhew promiſing to 
effe&t what he deſired; immediately Subjoyned, 
that he muſt Firff ſpeak with the Inbabiutarits 5 the 
Prince demanded- why he recalled his Promiſe ; 
for ſaid he, What I Promiſe or- Speak is alwayes 
true', bit you Engliſh Governetrs Cannot be true ; 
for you can't make: your Words nor intentfons true 5 
but mine are alwayes true, -for [ 'make- theafl, true 7; 
greatly diſdaining the Popular Govirnmentof: the 
Engliſh in this Country. 2 


Having Promiſed an account of the Converſion 
of many /ndians.-Inhabiting-thele parts of 
Ameritay It may well be: Expected-1 ſhould 
fay ſomething of their Relig1oy; while: Heathen. 
'- They generally acknowledged and worſhip- 
ped Mary gods; therefore greatly eſteemed and 
reverenced their Prieſts, Powiays or 
Wizards, who were eſteemed - as Religter, 
having immediate converſe -with 
the gods-: to. them therefore they addreſſed 
themſelves in all difficult caſes: yet could not all 
that deſire that dignity ( as they eſteemed it ) 
obrain Familiarity with the Infernal Spirits; nor 


were all Powaw s alike Succefsfull in their ad- 


dreſks : -but they become ſuch either by sm- 
mediate Revelation, or in the uſe of certain R:rcg 
and Ceremdnes, Tradition had left as means con- 
ducing to that end : inſomuch that Parents 

B often 
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often out of certain Zeal dedicated their Chil 
dren to the gods, and Educated them accord- 
ingly, obſerving certain Diet, debarring Sleep, 
&c. yet of the many thus deſigned, but few 
obained their deſire. | 
*Suppoling that where the Praftice of Witch- 
craft has been highly eſteemed, there may be 
given the plaineſt demonſtration, of Mortals 
having Familiarity with /rfernal Spirits ;, I am 
willing to let my Reader know that not many 
years ſince, dyed here one of the Powaw's, who 
never pretended to 4/#rological knowledge, yet 
conld preciſely inform ſach who deſire his Aſſi- 
ſtsnce,from whence Goods Stolen from them were 
taken, and whither carried ; with many things 
of. the like nature : Nor was he ever known ©0 
indeayour the concealing his knowledge, to be 
immediately from a god Subſervient to. him, that 
the Engliſh worſhipped, This Powaw being by gn 
Engliſh-man, worthy. of Credit ( who lately 
informed me of the ſame) deſired to adviſe him, 
who had Stolen certain Goods which he had 
loſt, having formerly been an eye witneſs of 
his ability; the Powaw after a little pauſing, 
demanded why he requeſted that from him, 
ſince himſelf ſerved another God, that there- 


fore he could not help him ; but added, If you 


Can believe that my god will help you, I will try what 
{can do; Which diverted the man from further 
inquiry. I muſt a little digreſs, and tell my 
Reader that this Powaws Wife was accounted 

* a Godly 
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a Godly Woman, and lived in the prattiſe 
and profeſſion of the Chr:/tian Religion, not 
only by. the approbatiop, but incapragement 
of her Husband ; She conſtantly Prayed in the 
Family, and attended the Pablick Worſhip on the 
Lords Dayes : He declared that he could not 
blame her, for that ſhe Served a God that was 
above his; but that as to himſelf, his gods 
continued kindneſs, obliged him not to forſake 
his Service. | 

* That the Powaw's by the Infernal Spirits often 
kled-Perfons,: cauſed Lameneſs and Impotency, as 
well as ſhewed their Art.in performing things, 
beyond Hymane, by Diabolick, Skill, ſuch who 
have converſed much among them have had no 
reaſon toqueſtion. 

' Their praiſe was, either by deſiring the 
Spirjt to them appearing to perform, what mil- 
chief they intended ; or to form a piece of 
Leather like an Arrow-head, tying a hair there- 
to: or uſing ſome Bone, as of Fiſh ( that it 
might be. known Witchcraft, to the bewitched) 
oyer which they performed certain Ceremonies 
and diſmiſſed them to Effect their deſire. 'Such 
Inchanted things, have moſt; certainly, either 
entered the Zodes of the intended to be by them 
wounded ; or the Devil hath formed the likes 


| within their Fleſh, without any outward breach 


of the Sken; ' which we have good reaſon to be- 
lieve, the Pawaw's acknowledging thar praQticey 
and ſuch things having been taken our of the 
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Fleſh oz the ſuppoſed to be bewitched. Or by 
their Seizing ſomething of the Sprrir ( as the 


Devil made them think) of ſuch they intended 


to Torment or kill, while it wandered, in their 


Sleep : This they kept being in Form of. a Fly, 
cloſely impriſoned ; and according as they dealt 
with this, ſo it Fared with the Body it belong- 
ed to. 


Of the Cures performed by them,on the Bewitch- 
ed, / could give many inſtances; 1 ſhak briefly bint 
At 10, 6 

The one, of an Indian on Martha's Vineyard, 
called afterward George; who having been ſome- 
time greatly Tormented, and now wholly im- 
potent, his Friends adviſe him to the Powaw's, 
concluding him to be Bewitched ; they being 
met, and dancing round a great Fire, the Sick 
lying by, ſome of the Neighbours entered the 
Houſe, being perſwaded that a great Powaw, 
now called to cure, had bewitched the Sick : 
They threaten him that as he had Bewitched, 
. -unleſs he would Care the Sick man, they would 
burn him in that fire; after many Excuſes, too 
long here to relate, they took him up, reſolving 
at leaſt to S5vge him a little z who no ſooner 


felt the heart ot the fire near him, but the Sick 


immediately recovered. This was a thing Pub- 
lickly known to the Engliſh, as well as /ndians, 
in the Neighbourhood : there can be no doubt 


of it. 
The 
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The other I ſhall inſtance in, was a Relation 
from Capt. Thomas Dagger Eſq;znow deceaſed,and 
Richard Sarſon Eſq; Juſtices of the Peace z; who 
being on an Iſland, where a Bewitched Woman 
lay in great Extremity and wholly impotent : 
The Powaw's there having without Succeſs in- 
deavoured the Cure; the related ſent to Mar- 
tha's-Vineyard, for more famouſed Powaw*s : 
The ſaid Gentlemen, were admitted to be pre- 
ſent, on certain conditions ; the Powaw's, goe 
to dancing; who with the SpeCftators, uſed 
certain Ceremonies uſual in ſuch caſes; one of the 
Powaw's Praying, to his god, With ſuch ardent 
defires and fervency, that Capt. Dagger told 
me, had it been to the true God, it had been a 
Prayer Exceeding moſt that he had heard : The 
iſſue was, they in a Deers Skin caught the Sprric 
(as they faid) which entered the Woman ; this 
they ſaid was the Spirie of an Engl:ſhman drown- 
cd in the Adjacent Sound : Yet it was then ſup- 
poſed, the Powaw was by, which bewitcned 
her : The iſſue was,ſhe immediately recovered : 
The Powaw told her, unleſs ſhe removed to Mar- 
tha's Vineyard, ſhe woxld ag ain be Sick,, for being 
an Engliſh Spirit he could act long confine it. 


=, 


_ Vineyard, with a few other inhabitants, where 


SHEESSDSASAL 


Of thie Converſion of the 
Indians, inhabiting certain 
Iſlands near adjoyning to 

- the Continent of New- 

. England ; and the Propa: 
gation of. the Goſpel by 
{ottie ferit to the Maine- 
land from thence. 


TRE Worſhipful Thom: ' Mayhew in the 
Year 164.1. having obtained a grant of 
Martha's Vineyard, Nantuket and Elizabeth Iſles, 
to make a Settlement 3 his Son Mr. Thomas 
AMaybew in the Year 1642. Setled at Martha's 


his Reputation for Piety, his natzral gifts, 
beſide the acquired by his Education ( having 
attained no ſmall knowledge in the Latin and 
Greek Tongnes,and being uot wholly a _—_— 

to 
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to the Hebrew) ſoon Occaſioned his call to 
the Miniſtry among that handful. Not long 
after, Viz. in the year 1644 God who had 
Ordained him an Evangebft, for the Converſion 
of theſe Gentiles, ſtirred himrup with an Holy 
Zeal and Reſolution, to Aſſay whar Succeſs he 
might find in that work ; he takes opportunity 
to inſinuate, the Love and good will he bore 
to that People,: and ſoon finds Occaſion: to 
let them no their Deplorable Condition, under 
Satan ; Who as he had kept them in Ignorance 
of thoſe Bodily and Earthly things, whichmight 
render their Lives in ths World more happy ; 
fo of thoſe that related to their Furvre' happi- 
eſs: i that to come. And whereas he could 
not be in hopes of being heard in a more 
Publick, he Treats them in a more Private way 3 
ſometimes going to -fome particular #oxſes, of 
Perfons whom he eſteemed moſt Rational and 
Well qualified ;" other while diſcourſing with par- 
cular men. The firſt Indian imbracing the 
motion of forſaking their gods, and Praying 
to the 'true God, called / a-coomes ; Eſteem+ 
e& by: the Indians as a contemptible Perſon 
among themſelves ; unto this man, God who 
ordereth all things for His own Glory, gave 
ſo grear a meaſure of Faith and Confidence in 
His Power, that he is ſoon beyond: the ' fear 
of Concealing his Contempt of her 'g ou = 
The Sachems and Powaw's. being much tnraged, 
tlireaten his Life ;- the Powaw?s or Wizmards 
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told him ( a thing Publickly known) that 
he conld not be ignorant, that they coyld 
kill ſuch as diſpleaſzsd them, Y:z. by Witchcraft : 
he anſwers for himfelf before the Sachems, 
Witches, and a great Aſſembly '; acknowledges 
the god they Worſhipped. had great Power , 
but Limited, and was Subſervient to the Godl he 
now had choſen; therefore although by their 
means many had ſuffered mych , and ſome 
were killed, he deſpiſed their power, as being 
himſelf a Servant of Aim, whoſe Power pyer- 
ruled all Powers, and ordered all things : The 
Expetting multitude wait the, event, which 
while they Concluded, to be Sickneſs or Death, 
the good man remaines wholly Sound to their 
aſtoniſhment. Mr. Maybew makes uſe of this 
advantage, Is unceſſant in his labour, and Pro- 
miſes, Now while they Stumbled in doubt of 
their own, to ſet them in the Right Path ; he 
ipares not his Body by Night nor Day, lodges 
in their Houſes, propoſes ſuch things to their 
Conſideration he thinks firſtly requiſite, ſolves 
all their Scruples and Objections ; and cells 
them, they might plainly ſee, it was in good 
will, for their good, from whom he Expedted 
no reward, that he ſiſtained ſo mnch loſs 
of time, and endured wet and cold, [t pleaſed 
God to give ſuch Succeſs to theſe indeavours, 


that it was not long before he obtained Pwub-| 


lick Audience among them ; when generally, he 
Jpept more time after Sermon in reaſoning 
| with 
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with them, than i Sermon ; whereby I muft 
rel] my Reader, it came to paſ, that their 
Religion was as well in Head as Heart. This 
worthy Servant of the Lord continued his pain- 
full Labours among them until the year, 1657. 
ig which time, God pleaſed to give ſuch 
Succeſs to his faithful] and unwearied Labour, 
that many hundred men and women, were ad- 
ded to the Church ; ſuch who might truely 
be faid to be Holy in Converſation, and for 
knowledge, ſuch who reeded nor to be raught 
ihe firſt Principles of Religion ; beſide the many 
hundred of looſer Profeſſors of which, that 
inch worthy Chriſtians, whoſe godly Zeal, for 
Propagating the Goſpel, to ſuch who ſat #7 
Darkneſs and ſaw no Light, provoked an holy 
Emulation, to compaſs Sea and Land, by their 
liberal Contributions ſor Proſelytins the Hea- 
then, to the Service and Worſhip of the Lord 
Jeſus ( who yet Survive) might rejoyce, ſince 
that, God gave a Bleſſing to, and cauſed a 
Plentiful harveſt to Sncceed their Sowing 
in theſe Waters : and that the Succeſſors and 
Children of thoſe ever to be Honoured de- 
ceaſed Chriſtians might rejoyce, that their 
Predeceſlors Religious intent, in giving freely 
of their Worldly Goods, to advance the Work 
for Salvation of Sonlz, was ſo far from de- 
miniſhing their Eſtates ; that they thereby 
lefran Inheritance to their Childrens Children. 


L 26 1 
I ſhall give a true Relation of the Progreſs, 
and preſent State, of the undertaking, and 
Gods bleſſing following the endeavours of thoſe 
he called, for Converting the Indians, on 
Martha's Vineyard and Adjacent Ifles ; by letting 
the World know, who, and how qualified theſe 
were, who were Eſteemed Chriſtians. 


When ſach a Number profeſſed the Chriſtian 
Religion,as gave Occalion to the Indians in gene- 
ral to Eſteem them a Sed differing from them- 
felves,. and by the denomination of, Praying 
men; to Signalize that difference z and that their 
Number was ſuch as to feet Pablickly ro Wor- 


Nip God : ſach who forſook their Heatheniſh 


orſhip and Idolatry, profeſſing ro become 
Chriſtians, in the Publick Aſſembly declared 
 thegrounds and reaſons moving them to im- 
brace the one, and forſake the other way, 
with their Reſolution to Pray, to Serve, andin- 
deaxvour to Obey the true God in Jeſus Chriſt ; 
how this Reſolutzon was wrought in them, 
whiat Temptations had obſtructed, what Reaſon, 
Scripture and Strength from God had incouraged 
them, and inabled 'them ro retain ſuch Keſo- 
lation : how, they had often Prayed to God, 
and yet been overcome by difcouragements, 
' atid Temptations &c. Cloſing all with profeſ 
fibg a Reſoluiion, by Gods Aſſiſtance, to Pray 
to, and Serv2 Him and Him onely ; begging 
the Prayers of the Congregation to God in 

| their 
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their behalf : which ſaid, many of the Con- 
gregation took them by the hand, in token 
ole I of love and good will. If after ſuch Pub- 
ON If lick Profeſſion, any was obſerved not to pet- 
ng | form the uſual Worſhipping of God, in Pray*- 
els Fing with their Families, deſiring a Bleſſing on 

their Food, or the like ( who yet in their 
I Publick meeting conſtantly attended ) they 
Han | were Publickly Examined of the iame : Of 
RE- F which let me give a remarkable inſtarce : 
M- | One who after his Admiſſion (if I may fo 
172 fl term it) into the Number and Society of the | 
Ker Praying Indians, being preſent at a great Aſ- [ 
or- 0 ſembly, after the Exerciſe, was by him that 
aſh f Preached; informed that it was reported, he | | 
ME F had ceaſed to Pray, deſired him, to let the ; 
red Congregation know, what grounds and mo- ny 
m-J tives occaſioned ſuch neglect ; the man an{wer- 4 
ay» ed, It was true, he had not lately uſed Publickly 
110Þ 7 Pray; yet did ſemetimes Pray Privately ;, that 
tt ;Þ be didnot in his judgment diſapprove the Service ; | 
IN of of God, but acknowledoed it to be good ; but Ne 
ſon, found himſelf weak, 5, .not able to live up to Wi 
20d Rules of that Religion : but when God ſhould give þ. 
eſo-Y| bim more ſtrength, he hoped he ſhould be again a ty 
50d, Praying man. | : 


ofel-l Thus Mr. Mayhew continued his. almoſt ir- 
"rayf expreflible Iabour and vigilant care for the 
ZLNSE good of the Indians, whom he juſtly eſteemed, 
d Inf his Foy and Crown : ard having fcen ſo great | 
A | 
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a Bleſſing on his faithful indeavours in the 
making known the Name of his Lord among ff & 
theſe Gentiles, with indefatigable pains, ex- p 
petting no reward, but alone from Him, who ff 1, 
ſaid z Goe teach all Nations, Lo I am with you: fp , 
God moved the hearts of ſome Godly Chriſtians ||, 
in England, to advance a Conſiderable Sum | 1, 
for incouraging the propagating, and preach- f 
ing the Goſpel to the Indians in New-E ngland : 
And ſeeing the Spirie given to ſundry of } f, 
the Indians, with the gift of Propheſying ; |; 
according to. the promiſe, given by Him fc. 
who Aſcended,and gave gifts unto men , an able f,; 
Godly Engliſh-man, named Peter Foulger, who 
was imployed in teaching the Youth in Read» B15, 
ing, Writing, and the Principles of Religion, fx 
by Catechiſing 3 and being well Learned inf.,. 
the Scripture, able to aſliſt them in what 
might be necdful: his Honoured Father, the of 
Governour, well killed in their Language, |. / 
and highly honouring the Work for their 
Converlion ; whereby, if in his abſence, any}, 3 
difficult matter might happen, they might}, 
find ſuitable Aſſiſtance : In the Year 1647. he 

intended a ſhort Voyage for England , buth,. 
alas! the Ship wherein he took Paſage was, 
never heard of; Thus came to an Immature 
Death, Mr. Maybew, who was ſo affetionate- 
' ly eſteemed of by the /ndians, that many years op 
after, he was ſeldom named without Tears. 
| Mr. 
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he Mr. Thomas Mayhew, after the loſs of his 
"S Son, as aforeſaid : Seeing no ſich Salary, 


probably to be obtained, that might invite a 
ho | Miniſter to imbrace the work among the Jn- 
dians ; and little hopes of finding any of 
ns, the Spirit of his Son, or Mr. EL/OT, to 
Mm Þ bear the burthen, attending, and in that day 
h- | of neceſſity to be undergone 3 without a 
proſpect of more than could well be expeCted, 
of Þ for incouraging to ſo in-it-ſelf troubleſome 
, ? imploy ; and that his onely Son had ſpent his 
Strength, and yet rejoyced in the mid'ſt of | 
ble thoſe many Aches, Pains and Diſtempers, * } 
ho F contracted by his often lodging in their cold 

ads Houſes, and induring Wet and Cold, in faith | 
Ns Fof Gods accepting of, and proſpering him in = 
 fthat, whereunto he could ſee nothing could i" 
hat rationally move him ; concludes, that it was "0 
the Of God, and not of man ; he therefore reſolves 

BC fito Viſit and incourage them often; he goes 

lt Jonce every Week to ſome of their Plantatians z "i 
alYJand with the Aſſiſtance of Godly Ind:ans, who 1 
gh taught and inſtrufted their Neighbours on the 
, ILords Days, perſwaded the Indians of the Gay- 
bu head, who many Years, were obſtinately re- 
WaSIfolved not to admit the Glad-Tydings of the 
ure IGoſpel among them ( being animated by the 
alC-BS:chims of the Continent) not to imbrace ir ; 
aſSo that now the Jn4iars on the /ſlands of 


q artha'sVineyard and Nannker, might juſtly 
Mr. bear 
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bear the denomination of Chriſt:an : the num- 
ber of Adulr Perſons on both Iſlands, being a- 
bout ebree thouſand , of which I have taken the 
more particular care to make an exact Compu- 
tation, that I might Vindicate Mr. Cotton 
Mather,trom the Iipputation of over-reckoning, 
when iu the Life of Mr. Ei:zo, he reckons 
the number ſuppoſed on Martha's Vineyard 
proieung the Chriſtian Religion to he Sixteen 
andred 


The Indians being thus brought over to the 
acknowledgircut and profeſſion of the Chriftian 
Religion; aid many of them deſiring to joyn in 
ſxch Communion, whereby they might injoy 
the preſence of Ged in all His Ordinances ; 
Mr.. Mayhew and Mr. Tobn Cotton ( now Paſtor 


of the Church of /Vew-Plymonth) who havingſ- 


been ſometime Preacher to the Engliſh, had 
attained ſome knowledge in the Indian Tongue, 
and Preached unto them two Years '; being 
well Satisfied. with their ſuitable qualifications, 
after mature Conſideration and Advice, con- 
cluded to give their Help and Aſliſtance there 
to ; which was hap pily accompliſhed, to the 
good Satisfa&tion of the Engliſh Church, and 


Godly Profeſſors of the Ifland 3 who by advan 


tage of many years acquaintance with them 
had great Experience of their qualifications 
An Indizn Church Confederated, at Hartha' 
Vineyard. Anz. 22. 1670. 

Mr 
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m- 
; wy Mr. Aaybew by Mr. Cotton*s removing from 
hel the lland, was left alone as to any Englith 
PU Aſſiſtance : Bur Mr. John Maybew his grand- 
(0% ſon, being called to Preach to a ſinall People ; 
nerf by the urgent and ardent deſires of the Indians, 
ony nd being well skilled in their Language, com- 
arg plyed with them ; and once every Week 
ren Preached at ſome of their Plantations. His 
diligecce was now to be doubled, eſpecially 
after Mr. /1aybew his Grand-tathers Death, 
they 73 the Year 1681. by reaſon of certain Here- 
T4, rodox Opinions, likely to take root among them ; 
n ng and being a. man of* great natural parts, he 
YOYF uſed ro deſire ſuch who had imbibed any of 
&S If (thoſe Principles, to produce their Reaſons ; as 
ſtor likewiſe any that deſired to be reſolved in any il 
1028 matter, to give him advantage to reſolve 6H 
had them in Publick , that others might receive i 
SUSE Satisfaction and Inſtruttion ; whereby I believe 1 
1098 and know, that they received more Convicti- "2 
ONS on, InſtruQion and SatisfaGion, than jn the þ 
ON ordinary way of Preaching ; which alwayes ; || 
ercy notwithſtanding preceeded that : ' infomuch i 
oY that none of. thoſe Erroneom Opiniens ſpread "i 
ang to the diſturbance, or unſettlement of the | 
vany- Church, nor gencrallity of profeſſors among WW 
ens them : but having finiſhed what God in His : 
ony All-wiſe Providence, ſaw good to improve 4 
bal himin ; he deceaſed in the Year 1688. leaving 


the /ndims i If I might now ſa term them) 
Mr | | in 
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in an orderly way of Religiouſly Congrega- 

ting, in their ſeveral Afſemblies on the Lords" 
Day, and hearing their ſeveral Teachers, who | 
- uſually began with Prayer, ' Sang part of a 

Pſalm, then from ſome portion of the Scrip- 

ture ſp;zke for the Converſion and Edification 

of his Hearers : As alſo a Church which then or 

ſoon after conſiſted of at leaſt One Hundred 

Communicants, being, according to the moſt 

ftrift Order of the Congregational Way: Which 

leads me to ſay ſomething of the Diſcipline uſed 

among them. 


The Church then are a Selefted Company of 
Profeſſing Believers, in Covenant according to 
the Congregational practice, having Officers ac- 
cordingply ; and keeping vp the Exerciſe of a. 
ſevere D:ſcip/ine, by publick Admonirion in caſe 
of the diſorderly walking of any member of 
their Society ; and if after the Reproof and 
Admonition of the Church, any procecd in their 
evil Courſes, ſuch are proceeded with by 
| Excomminication. | 


I would then willingly know of thoſe De- Fi 
traffors, who either publickly or more 
privately, have indeavoured to Scandalize fo: 
great a work ; What kind of people they ex- 
pect to ſee a Church confiſt of ? Or when it 
will come to paſs, that ſome ſhall nor be re- 
tained in Churches ( who yet may be deemed 

al 
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an Holy People) whoſe Converſation may bs 
grievous to the Church, though the Church 
can tind no Expedient for their Excomunica- 
tion ? I know that many who are in no 
meaſure qualified elment 0 Fellowſhip, think 
it no fimall difparaggment to themſelves, that 
Indians ſhould be accounted worthy of what 
themſelves cannot be admitted to : how it 
isin other places I know not, but here ſome, 
whoſe religious pretences have gained Credit 
abroad, and have not Scrupled to Srigmatize 
the Indians with greateft opprobry, in par-- 
ticular caſes of ehesr complaint, the Indians 
have been found wholly innocent, and them- 
felves ſordidly 'Vilanous : but when ſhall it 
be that the Seed of the Serpent ſhall ceaſe to 


hiſs at, and open their Mouthes againſt the 


Seed of the Woman ? which yet I could de- 
monſtrate, hath in feveral caſes which have 
occurr'd - here, againſt the dans, broken the 


| Serpents head, in his Children, and if it were 


poſlible filled them with Shame and Confuſion : 
however, the Sober Religious People here, 


f have done, and doe, eſteem them as Chriſtians 


indeed 3 and although the Building be not 
all of Living Stones, yet as It is an Houſe, is 


ſo far eſteemed an Hoxſe of God ; Inſomuch 
- that I have heard ſome Goaly Engliſh, their 


Neighbours, Members of Churches ; profeſs 


they were troubled, that their unacquainted- 
Gp netf3 
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neſs in their Language was ſuch, that they 
could not well ( but otherwiſe would gladly ) 
partake with them, in the Ordinances of the 
Lords @upper. 


I muſt acknowledge, that as the Number 
of the Indians are greatly decreaſed, ſo eſpeci- 
ally of the Godly and Rel:giow ; it being a 
thirg ſo obvious, that in the year 1690. 
of the Indians of Martha's Vineyard alone ; of 
the number of more than one hundred Adult 
Perſons that dyed, not leſs than three forrths, 
were of the Sober Religious Profeſſors ;, that it 
was by the Engliſh Inhabitants vulgarly taken 
notice of - the which notwithſtanding, in the 
year 1692, of the before mentioned Church, ] 
were remaining, more than one hundred; with- 
out. mentioning thoſe many Cxfeſſors, before je 
mentioned, Whoſe Publick Declarations of their 
ſeveral Convictions, Temptations, and Reſo- | /* 
Iutions to endeayour to Serve the true God, Fr 
would have drawn Tears from the eyes of any ſh 
who had but in the Serious retirements off 
Conſideration acknowledged a Deity. Fe 


I muſt not conclude before I tell the Rea- 
der, that as in the Apoſtolick rimes, the Church 
ſeut forth from among themſelves, for the Con-f},:: 
verſion of the Nations, ſo theſe Ixrdiarns on ker 
Martha's Vineyard did not only to the Iſland 
of Nantuket, being about 1509 Adult Per. 
ſons ; 
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ſons ; but likewiſe to the MMarrne-land. Of 'thoſe 
of Nantaker | ſhall ſibjoyn a Letter, from the 
Worſhipful 7ohn Gardner, who is well acquaint- 
ed with them, baving divers years Aſſiſted 


themin their Government, by inſtrufing them . 


in op Laws of England, and deciding difficult 
cales among thei. ; 


W orſhipful SIR, . 


' Haved Received Yours of April the 8th. 945 

with your deſire to be informed of the pre- 
ſent | State of our Indians, 4s to their Number, 
Worſhip and Government ; an Anſwer 10 
your deſires, take briefly ; Their Decay # Great, 
Chiefly in Number, ' chere being now but about 
Five hundred Grown Perſons + As to their Wor» 


I ſhip, there is Three Societies or Churches : Two 


Congregational, One, of the Baptiſts, but their 
Number i ſmall ; but their #s Five Conſtant 
Aſſemblies or Meetings ; Two amongſt them that 
went by the Nameof the Antepeatames or Pg- 
watoms, ; and that I may now ſay, there 1 nof 


krown # Powaw amongſt them : and” althoagh © 


it ts true, there is a preat decay"in Religion 
among. the firſt Socicties, many of their beſt meng 


end I may ſay Good men are Dead ; Tet a- 
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mongſt the now Praying Indians, there is an In- 
creaſe ; God Raiſing up ſome, yea even of Them- 


ſelves, Preachers and Serious men too, ſome of them \, | 


which # cauſe of Thankfulneſs : bur that there u 
a decay with many ts to be Lamented; the canſe I 
take to be their not preſerving the Truth in the 
Love of it ; their Love to Drink : their being 
more windful of Form than Snbſtance 3 which 
puts me upon endeavour to make them ſenſible, That 
sﬆt # neither Circumciſion or Uncircumciſion #s 
any thing, but the Keeping the Commandments 
of God ; Faith that works by Love, the New 
Creature, and things of that Nature. As totheir 
Government, They are wholly under Their Maje- 
fties,or the Engliſh Government ;, the method is they 
have Three diftintt or Town-Courts,with Power to 
bear and determine to Forty Shillings : the Magi- 
ſtrates they chuſe themſelves yearly ; and when Cho- 
ſen and Approved of, they have Commiſſions with 
kiberty of Appeal to the Engliſh, which they make 
much uſe of : Greater matters come to the Eneliſh 
Thu in fhort is the Truth of their Preſent State. 


Iam Your Real Friend and Servant, 


Nantuket, MAY, John Gardner. 
17th. 1694. 
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Here we muſt, take notice of Gods giving 
Succeſs to the Miniſtry of the /ndtans; and 
acknowledge, that although there have been 
ſome decay, yet on that /ſland, there is not 
onely a Form, but in ſome meaſure the Power 
of Godlineſs. 


So likewiſe on the Maine-land ; by the alone 
Miniſtry of the Martha's Vineyard-Indians, was 
the Civilizing and Converfion of the Indians 
on the Alaine-land, at a place called Succoxet, 
and parts Adjacent : who as they were Con- 
verted by the Miniſtry, ſent from the Church 
of Martha's Vineyard, ſo the Officers were by 
them (as likewiſe were thoſe of Nantzker) Or- 
dained by laying on the hands of their Presby- 
tery; of theſe although I have been no eye- 
witneſs; yet I have received account,from even 
ſuch who bare no great reſpect to Religion, 
that they are as beyond Compariſon, Exceeding 
the other Jndians in moral Vertue; fo likewiſe 


from other Judicious Perſons, their Neighbours 


of whom I ſhall name. Mr. William Yobes, a 
Perſon now repreſenting the Free-holders of 
thoſe parts, in the Great and General Aſſembly, 
of the Province of the Maſſachuſer-Bay.in New- 
England: nor have theſe People as yet depen- 
dance on, nor Expettation from any other 
than their Mother, the Chuirci of AMartha?s- 
Vineyard. 

C 3 Of 
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the Indians Govern- 
ment when Chriſtian. 


have already told my Reader, that the Go- 

vernment of this People was the beſt of 
all Governments, Monarchy ; and it has been 
judged not without ceaſon, that a main ob- 
ſtrufion in the progreſs of the Goſpel in the 
American Plantations, was, if not yet «, the 
jealcuſy the Princes conceived of the Inya ſion 
Es, of their Government through the pretences of 
Religion, and the Eclipling their /onarchical 
Dignity. 


The ever Honoured Thomas Mayhew there- 
fore finding that the Princes on theſe Iſlands, 
who although they maintained their abſolute 
Power and Juriſdiftion as Kings ; were yet 
bound to doe certain Homage to a. Potent 
Prince on the Continent : and although they 
were no great People, yet had been waſted 
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by Inteſtine Wars, wherein the great Princes 
on the Continent (not unlike Enropean Prin- 
ces for like Reaſons of State ) were not unaſlliſt- 
ing, whereby they were neceſſitated to make 
theſe Princes the ballance to decide their Con- 
troverſies, and ſeveral Juriſdictions, by pre- 
ſents annually ſent, whereby obliging the 
Princes to give their ſeveral Aſſiſtance as oc- 
caſion required : and ſeeing his Son as afore- 
ſaid in a zealous indeavour for their Con- 
verſion, he judged it meet that doſes and 
Aaron joyn hands ; he therefgre prudently 
lets them know, that by order from his Maſter 
the King of England, he was to Govern the 
Evxgliſh which ſhould inhabit theſe Iſlands ; 
that his Maſter was in Power far above any 
of the /ndian Monarches , but that as he was 
powerful, ſo was he.a great lover Of 7uftice ; 
that therefore he would in no meaſure invade 
there Juriſdictions ;, but on the contrary Aſliſt 
them as need required ; that Relzgion and Go- 
verment were diſtin things. Thus in no long 
time they conceived no ill Opinion of the 
Chriſtian Religion. | 


When afterwards the number of the Chriſt:ar 
Indians were increaſed among them, he per- 
ſwaded them to admit of the Courſels of the 
Judiciow Chriſtians among, themſelves, and in 
caſes of more than ordinary conſequence ot 
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a Jury for Tryal ; when likewiſe he promiſed 
his Aſſiſtance and Direction with the Prince 3 
when notwithſtanding the Princes aſſent was 
to be obtained, though he were no Chriſtian. 
Thus within a few years there was a happy 
Goyernment ſettled among them, and Records 
kept of all Aftions and As paſſed in their 


ſeveral Courts, by ſuch who having learned 
to Write fairly were appointed thereto. The 
Princes with their Sachims ( or Nobles ) made. 


Publick acknowledgment of their SubjeCtion to 
the King of Ezgland, being nothwithſtanding 
mindful to be underſtood as Subordinate Princes, 
to Govern according to the Laws of God and 
the King. Here I ſhall take leave to inſert two 
Remarkables. 


During the late unhappy War between the 
Engliſh and Indians in New-England, about 
Nineteen years ſince; an Evil Spirit poſſeſſed 
too many of our Engliſh, whereby they ſuffered 
themſelves tc be unreaſonably exaſperated a- 
gainſt all Izdians ; of ſuch there were ſome 
on theſe Iſlands, who could hardly be fo 
moderated by Mr. Aayhew, and others in Go- 
vernment With him, as to be reſtrained from 
riſing to aſlay the diſarming of the Indians ; 
for whoſe ſatisfaction Capt. Richard Sarſon Eſq; 
was ordered with a ſmall party ( the Indians 
being on theſe Iſlands Twepty to one, having 
| Arms) 
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Arms) to Treat the Indians on the Weſt 
end of Martha's Vineyard, who were moſtly to 
be doubted : he returns with the inſuing An- 
ſwer: That the delivering their Arms would 
expoſe them to the will of the /ndians +ngaged 
in the preſent War, who were not leſs theirs 
than the Enemies of the Engliſh ; that they 
had never given -occaſion of the diſtruſt inti- 
mated ; if in any thing not hazarding their 
ſafety, they could give any Satisfa&tion for 
proof of their F:deliry, they would willingly 
attend what ſhould reaſonably be demanded of 
them 3 but they were unwilling to deliver 
their Arms, unleſs the Engliſh would propoſe 
ſome means for their ſafety and livelihood : 
With this Return they drew a Wr:itizg in their 
own Language, which I have often read, and 
would have Verbatim inſerted, but cannot at 
preſent find it ; the Subſtance was,that as they 
had Submitted to the Crown of England, 1o 
they reſolved to Aſſiſt the Engliſh on theſe 
Iſlands againſt their Enemies,which they eſteem- 
ed in the ſame reſpect equally their own, as 
Subjects to the ſame King ; which was Sub- 
cribed by the Perſons of greateſt note among 
them. 


Having this anſwer,the Government reſolved, 
and accordingly improved them as a guard, 
furniſhing them with ſnitable Ammuaition, and 
found 
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found them ſo faithful that even ſome nearly 
related, in obſervance of general inſtruttions 
given them, ſo ſoon as they landed from the 
Continent, were immediately brought before 
the Governour, to attend his pleaſure ; inſo- 
much that the Engliſh (although the War, with 
reſpeft to the multitude of Indizns inhabiting 
the Continent, and their advantage by the 
nearneſs to the French had no good aſpect) 
took no care, but left the whole to the Indians; 
nothing doubting to be advertiſed by them of 
any danger from the Enemy. This was the 
effe&t of the bringing the Goſpel of Peace among 
them, Viz. a Peace-bringing Goſpel, 
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Fx b The other obſervable I ſhall add to ſhow as 
their Loyalty, ſo their obſervance of the Laws 
of England. 
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In the time of the late Revolution, when man* f[r:; 
ny in hopes there was o King in Iſrael, ex-|or 
peCtted to have done what they ſaw good inf} 
their own eyes : Several of our E2gliſh threat- | 4: 
ning to fetch certain Sheep in poſſeſſion of theſ- 
Indians inhabiting a fmail Iſland Adjacent toy --: 
Martha's Vineyard, which Sheep they afſertedJe 
were Stolen from them,who met wich repulſe ;r 
the- Sachim Jeaſt there ſhould happen any} 
miſunderſtanding of that matter, — jed 
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makes his report to me in theſe words, V:z. 
Several of your Engliſh have been on my Iſland, 
and would have forceably taken Sheep frem thence ;; 
and we are much threatned therewith, I am 
doubtful if they perſiſt in that Reſolution, it may 
Occaſion Blood-ſhed : you know that while your 
Grana-father and my Father lived, there never 
happened any difference FE ſuch things, ar hope 
will be Occaſion given by me. I gatſire the ſame 
Amity may be continued, nor Can the Enslifh ſay, 
that we have not manifeſted our Allegi..nce to the 
King by a continued Subjettion. And alth:ugh it 
true, we hwve deſired your Order ſhould come 
to 44, rather than your Officer, which hath gene- 
rally been obſerved ;, yet we are willing in Caſe 
the Engliſh pretend ay thing ours have injured 
them in ; let an Officer by writ from Autho- 
rity doe his duty, then we (ball know how in an 
orderly way, 10 be relieved; yer ſhall the leaſf 
Boy bringing your Order, as in your Grand fathers 
time, Command any thing : And if you ſee cauſe 
on any complaint about our Sheep, your may com- 
mand all of them ; hoping to find as hitherto a 
deciſion by the Rules of Juſtice : We hepe we ſhall 
not ſee ( as 1s too much pratliſed in other places ) 
an Engliſh-man, pretending an Indian 10 be in his 
debt, to come to otr Houſes and pay himſelf ,_ 
or #n other caſes beat our Perple ; but as hitherto 
we may have equal Juſtice, being the King Sub- 
jetts ; and Violence and Kiat Committed on our 
People 
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People by the Engliſh may be eſicemed of the ſame 
nature and quality 4s ours againſt them ;, of which, 
with the Juſtices, we pray you would Conſider, and 
take (predy care. 


I ſhall as to their Government only add ; that 
in their ſeveral Plantations or Town-ſhips, they 
Eleft three or more to joyn with the Sachims 
(or Lords of the place ) who hold Covurts, for 
iſſaing ſuch Controverſies as happen among 
them, the Sachim preſiding in ſuch Courts, or 
in caſe he decline that Office, another is E- 
lefted in his place : if either party diſlike the 
Judgment given, he Appeals to a Smperiour 
Court, which conſiſts of ſome of the moſt 
eſteemed of each place, being ſome of their 
Magiſtrates, where ſome Principal Sachims is 
Elected to preſide for one Year: and from this 
Court an Appeal lyes to the Engliſh Court. In 
giving Judgment, they obſerve ſuch rules and 
orders made and recorded among themſelves, 
and the Engiiſh Law, the knowledge whereof | , 
they much aſpire unto. "They have likewiſe [ 
ſome among them, whom the leſs able to de- |, 
clare, or defend their own Caſes, imploy as | , 
Axtornies ,, ſome of which are to admiration |, 
Ertical in their pleadings. | X 

« 


I ſhall 


ſame 


mich, 
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I ſhall cloſe the whole when I have told the 
Reader,that their Children are generally taught 
to Read, and many to Write ; in one of their 
Towns the laſt Winter, Y:z. 1693. Thirty Chil- 
dren were at School, Twenty more of the ſame 
place, at the ſame time, accidentally, being not 
ſupplyed with Books, could not attend it. Such 
who are too far diſtant from any School are 
often taught by ſome of their Neighbours. In 
diverſe places are leſſer Schools. 


CONCLUSION. 


May, if not a double, yet a ſingle Portion of 
the Spirit of an ELIOT of New England, the 
Mayhews of Martha's Vineyard, a Bourn of Sand- 
wich, in the late Colony of New-Plymouth, fall 
on ſome Perſons, who may, induced with an 
Holy Zeal for God, and the Converſion of 
Souls, according to their Example, Be #nſtant 
in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, indure all things, be- 
come all, unto thoſe miſerable Creatures, that if 
poſſible they may Win ſome, not doing the Work, 
of the Lord neglsgemly, by only Preaching a Ser- 
mon to ſuch who delire to hear 3 but by frequent 
viſiting them, and from Houſe ro Houſe,diſputing 
with and convincing them, ſhew that it is God, 
and not themſelves they Serve ; believing there 
is 
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is a great and Eternal Weight of Glory attending 
thoſe whom the Lord ſhall find So Dozrg : 
Then may- we hope to ſee a Blefling on this 
Land,and Peace on our borders ;and the India's 
bordering on us, ſhall obey not out of Fear, but 
for Conſcience ſake. May the Indian Church ſend 
forth ſome from among themſelves;to the more 
Remote Indians, With as goud Succeſs as when to 
the next bordering Indians. May the Royal 
Heart of our Gracious KING ſtill favour fo 
Great and Glorious an Undertaking : To Which 
may the LORD our GOD, give His Bleſliog, 
AMEN, 
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Polt{cript. 


Aving among many things, worthy 

of notice in the Precedent Diſcourſe, 

omitted ſome Remarkables, of the 

Indian Converſe with Infernal Spirits ; 
I thought meet to briefly touch ſome things 
therein Remarkable - and to inſert a Narra- 
tive of the Deceaſe of a Prince, memorable for 
his forfaking his People for the ſake of Chrilt ; 
and his return with happy Succeſs in Pro- 
ſelyting his SubjeCts, to the Worſhip of God in 
Chriſt. This 1 find Written on the out-ſide 
of a Book, in the Library of Mr. Zoh» May- 
hew deceaſed i which pleaſe to take as fol- 
loweth. 


« Mittark, Sachim (rather Prince ) of the 
U Gay head, on MMartha's-Vineyard, Deceaſed 
© Jankary. 1683. 


« 'This 
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& This Princes Subjefts being reſolved to 
continue in their Heatheniſm,notwithſtanding 
his imbracing the Goſpel; grew ſo diſaffeted 
to him, that he for a time, removed to the 
Eaſt end of Martna's Vineyard; whither af- 
ter three years abode at the ſaid place, he 
agaln returned, having perſwaded his Peo- 
ple into a willingneſs, that ſuch who would, 
might attend the glad Tydings he pretended 
to bring ; whereupon He himſelf opened to 
them the 1yferies of the Goſpel, diſpencing 
the word to ſich as came to hear him ; in- 
ſomuch that at this day that People are All 
Chriſtians by Profeſſion. 


&« The day before his Death I being with 
him, inquired of him concerning his hope; 
who after he had treated ſome time of the 
AMutability of an earthly Life z Said, I have 
hope in God, that when my Soul departeth out 
of this Body, God will fend bis Meſſengers, 
who ſhall Condutt it to Himſelf, to be with 
Feſws Chriſt; and 'then with great earneſt- 
neſs, pronounced theſe words 5 where that 
Everlaſting Glory | As for my reaſons ; 
( faid he) 1 my ſelf have had many wrong! 
of Enemies, of whom I have ſought no Revenge, 
nor retained evil in thought, word, nor deed; 
and I alſo expeii the ſame froſs God ;, but 

| | &« (ſaid 
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& ( faid he) / proceed no farther, for God #« 
& very Merciful : then I asked him of his wil- 
« lingneſs to Dye ; he replyed : /t w now Se- 
«K ven Nights ſince 1 was taken Sick, and I have 
<< ot yet aihed of God, to live longer in the World, 
& Inthis World are ſome benefits to be injoyed ;, alſo 
| © many troubles to be indured , but with reſpet 
& to the hope I have in God, 1 am willing to aye 
« here I am in pain, there I ſhall be freed from all 
© pain, and injoy that Keſt that never endeth, 
« Then pointing to his Daughters, ſaid, There 
« be three of my Daughters ; ( relating how they 
«< were diſpoſed of ) and you my Daughters, if 
&« you looſe your Father, Aourn not for me, bat 
© Mourn for your ſelves, and for your Sins; Mourn 
&© rot for me, for though you are unwilling to ſpare 
« me, and I might be heipful to you if 1 ſhould 
&« Live longer in this World, yet to aye us better 
& for me. | 
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Of Powaws or Pcrſons improving the In- 
fernal Spirits tro Effet their intended Mali- 
cigus Harms : I can inform of a Converted 
Sachim; who in his Publick Proteſtation, ſaid 
as followeth. Y;z. That he having often im- 
ployed his god, which appeared to him in form 
of a Snake, to Kill, Wound, and Lame ſuch 
whom he intended milchief to, he imploy- 
cd the ſaid Snake to Kill, and that failing to 
= Wound 
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Wound or Lame Hiacooms, the firſt Convert on 
Martha's Vineyard ;,all which proved ineffeQvral, 
ard having ſeriouſly confidered, the ſaid Ht a- 
combs Aſlertion, that none of the Powaw®s tould 
hkrt him, ſince his God, whom he now 
Served was the Great God, to whom theirs 
was ſubſervient ; he reſdvlved to worſhip the 
erue God, from which time quring Seven years, 
the ſaid Szake gave him great diſturbance, but 
that he never aftcr his Praying to God in 
Chriſt, ever imployed that ſaid Snake in any 


thing, which about that time ceaſed to appear 


ro him. 


I can alſo inform, of an /:dian» Powaw, 
who although he was not accounted Reli- 
gious, yet ſaid, he was a Chriſtian, who be- 
ing queſtioned by ſome Engliſh of ſuch mat- 
ters reported of him, acknowledged, that de- 
ſigning to Kill by Witchcraft a certain Indian 
who accidentally lodged in the Houſe with 
him and his Brother, while he went ont to 
inchant an Hazr, his Brother who before lay 
from, now contrary to his knowledge lay 
wext to the fire, it being then their cuſtom «to 
Iye bare-back*r to the fire; be when he came 
in, nothing doubting but that it was his E- 
nemy, directed the sncbanted Hair to the back 
of his ſuppoſed Enemy, which immediately 
entering 
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entering his body, killed him; but in the 
Morning it proved to be his Brother. The 
thing was well known ; and this Powaw ſeemed 
with great remorſe and ſorrow to acknowledge 
the ſame to ſuch of our Engliſh who inquired of 
kim, concerning that matter. 
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A Further Account, con- 
cerning the preſent 
State of Chriſtianity a- 
mong the INDLANS 
in other parts of 


New-England. 


Oncerning the further progreſs of the 
Goſpel among the Ind;ansin America, 


the Reader may take this following 
Account, which is Extracted out of 
ſeveral Letters ſent to the Reverend Increaſe 
Mather, Preſident of the Colledge at Cambridge 
in New-England. | 


Mr. Samuel Treat Paſtor of the Church in 
Eaftbem, in a Letter bearing date Augnft 23. 
1693. Writeth as followeth : 

Reverend 
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Reverend & Worthy Sir. 


$6 Being Advertiſed that it would not be 
oy I unſeaſonable or unſervicable at this Jun- 
<« ture, to give your ſelf a true and impartial 
« account, both of the number as alſo of the 
<« preſent State of our Indians, and Accepta- 
& tion and Entertainment of the Goſpel among 
&© them, and their profeſſed Subjetion there- 
«© unto : Wherefore Sir, you may be aſſured 
« as followeth. 


« That there are Five Hundred and Five A- 

« qult Perſons of /ndians, within the Limits of 
© our Townſhip, unto whom theſe many years 
<« paſt, I have trom time to time imparted the 
© Goſpel of our LORD JESUS, in their own 
© Language, (and I truly hope not without 
& Succeſs ) ; and yet I continue in the ſame 
© Service, earneſtly imploring, and not with- 
© out hopes cexpeting, and waiting for a 
<« more plentiful down-powring of the Spiric 
« from on high among them : and I verily 
© doe not krow of, nor can [ learn that there 
<« is ſo much as one of theſe Five Aundred 
« Indians, that do's obſtinately abſent from, 
« -butdo joyntly frequent and attend on the 
; D 3 © Preaching 
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& Preaching of the Word,and countenance the 
& ſame, not only frequenting and attending 
« ſeaſons of Worſhip of a divine Sanfion, but 
« alfo all other occaſional Opportunies, when 
© the Goſpel is diſpenſed to them ; and when 
&« our Congregations Solemnize Publick Days 
** of Prayer with Faſting or of Praiſes (I uſu- 
<« ally giving them Advertiſement thereof )they 
« readily comply therewith, in their reſpe&tive 
« Aftmblies. They have four diſtin& Afſem- 
& blies in four Villages belonging to our 
< Townfhip, in which four Aſſemblies, they 
& have four Teachers of their own choice, of 
«© the more Sober, well Aﬀeted and Underſt and- 
< 5g Perſons among them, who do duly Preach 
& to them, whenl am not with them ; theſe 
*© Jndian Teachers repair to my Houſe once a 
«© Week, to be further inftructed ( Pro modulo 
© eo) in the concernments proper for their 
« Service and Station. 


* © There are in the four aboveſaid Villages, 
«four School-maſters ( of the beſt accompliſhr 
* for that Service) who teach their Toxth to 
& Read and Write their own Language. 


«© There are alſo Six Jaftices of the Peace 

& (or Magiſtrates ) in the four aboveſaid Vil- 
« lages, who regulate their Civil Afﬀairs, and 
« Puniſh Criminals and Tranſgreſlors or” = 
| <G Civi 
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« Civil Law; they have their ſtated Conrrs and 
« other Inferiour Officers jn a Subſerviency to 
« their Civil EUPOLITUESTHAL. 


©. There are among them, many of a Seriom, 
« ſober,civilized Converſation and Deportment, 
<< whoare making Eſſays towards a further Pro- 
<« preſlive ſtepof Obedience and Conformity to the 
© Rules of the Goſpel,viz.an Eccleſiaſtical Com- 
* bination,having a great deſire to be Baptized. 


© They are very Serviceable by their Labour 
« to the Engliſh Vicinity, and have all along 
« lince our Wars with their Nation, been very 
& Friendly to the Engliſh, and forward to ſerve. 
« them in that quarrel. Their Deportment aud 
& Canverſe,and Garb,being more anlyand Lau- 
& dable than any other Indians, that | have ob- 
« ſerved in the Proyince. | 


« But Sir, I would not be tedious, onely 
« Craving your Intereſt at the Throne of Grace 
« for us, that we may be Serviceable to the 
« Name and Kingdom of our LORD JESUS, 
& So I Subſcribe. 
SIR, 
Yours willingly, 


Eaſtham, Auguft, 
23. 1693. Samuel Treat, 


D 4 Mr, 
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Mr. Fames Noyce Paſtor of the Church in 


Stonington, in a Letter dated the Fifteenth of 
March laſt, Writeth thus. 


Reverend Sir. 


7 OURS I Received, and Rejoyce that God hath 
Stirred up any that doth take care and Con- 
tribute towards the advancing Chriſts Kingdom a- 
amongſt the Poor Heathen ; and do and did for- 
merly believe, that where God ſends Light, He 
sntends Love ; and where God grves little, He ex- 
petts leſs : and therefore the Labours of the Re- 
verend Mr. Eliot, Mr. Mayhew, ©c. have not 
been loſt, they have not Run in vain, but that 
many are gone to Heaven of their deceaſed hearers, 
And I ſhould count it my Joy and Crown to win one 
Soul of them to Chriſt, And am in hope that ſome 
oe or two of the Pequots, that were my Friend: 
| and lived On my Land, upon my endeavour haut 
obtained Mercy, now dead, who dyed Praying, Re- 
nounced wholly the way of the Heathen Worſhip,&c. 
Alſo ſome of our Captive Servants profeſſing the 
Faith with many Tears are Baptized, and give 
good Teſtimony in their Knowledge, Converſe and 
Converſation of a real Gracious work upon them. 
I kave in my Houſe a Witty hopefull Sachems Son, 
gfe of the chieſeſt quality in theſe parts, bound faſt 
ro 
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to me ts be inſtruited to Read and Write, and in 


the way of Life, which hitherto gives great hopes, 


and no diſcouragement ;, hes about | liirteen Tears 
of Age. And once ] had the advantage to Aſto- 
niſh many of the Heathen, and of the chief of them, 
by Gods anſwering Prayers in the preſence of many 
Heathtn, by raiſing a very Sick Ingian Lad (Eng- 
liſh alfo preſent) after the Lad was given over by 
Indians and Engliſh, and was ſpeechleſs ; and ſe- 
veral Powaws had Powawed, and given that 
Sentence, that the Lad would Dye ; but be 1s a- 
live to this Day: The Story #s too large to 
write, but I believe God did Glorifie Himpelf 1n the 
fight of the Heathen, according to Humble and 
Earneſt Petitions, made im the preſence of about 
Thirty Heathen : all ſeemed to be much Confound- 
ed and awakened, One very Witty and Wiſe Sq- 
chem rhere preſent told me, he would be a Chriſti- 
an, but he was aſraid hts heart wonld not be 
right, witnout which Profeſſion would be in vain, 
and be was afraid Wine and Women would be 
hu Ruine, he ſhould not forbear, but he owned 
and almeſt al preſent, when 1 Prayed, Our God 
was the Great and True God, but they were Poor 
Indians, and they did not knew Him. Of theſe 
things and much more many Engliſh witneſſes are 
alive, but ſome are dead. ] have hcard alſo the 
Reverend Mr. Fitch did at the Requeſt of the 
Mohegs, keep a Faſt for Rain, i7 the Time of 
Great Uronght, at the Requeſt of the R—_ 
wrnces 
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« Two hundred and Fourteen, beſides ſeveral 


'« and at other times I ſhall diligently intend 
-& their good according to my Capacity. 


Sandwich June, 
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when their Powaw's had long Cryed for Rain, and 
God anſwered by ſending Rain the ſame day, to the 
great Aſtoniſhment of the Heathen. 
Yours to Serve, 


Stonington March, 


_ T5. 169334. James Noyce. 


Mr. Rowland Cotton, Miniſter at Sandwich, in 
a Letter of Jane 27. 1693. Writeth thus. 


Reverend Sir, 


_ Have Endeavoured to take an Exact Ac- 
_ count of thoſe Indians, Adult Perſons, 
« who do conſtantly attend npon the Diſpenſa- 
« tion of the Goſpel, in the place that at pre- 
« ſent 1 am concerned for. And we do find 
& that in Manſbipan,Santuit,and Gn, Villages 
«© bordering on each other, and all belonging to 
< the ſame Aſſembly; there are no leſs than 


« Straglers, that have no ſetled place, do repair 
< thither. To carry on the work of the Lords 
&« Day there is appointed on Ssmor Papmontt : 


Keverend Sir, I deſire your Bleſſing en 
* Tour Servant, 


27. 1693. Rowland Cotton. 
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Mr. Thomas Tupper alſo has given an Account 
of One hundred and Eighty Inarans, unto whom 
he does diſpenie the Word, concerning whom 
he has Charitable hopes that they do (znd that 
with Zea! and Sincerity ) Embrace the Goſpel. 
There are moreover, in Plymouth Colony 
about Five Hundred Indians, amorgſt whom Mr, 
Fobn Cotton ( Paſtor of the Church in Plymouth, 
and Son to the Famous Caron of Weſton ) hath 
and doth preach the Goſpel. Likewiſe Mr, 
Peter Thatcher, Paſtor of the Church in Milton, 
is a Faithful Labourer amongſt the /ndians at 
Pankepaog. So is Mr. Grindal Rawſon, Paſtor of 
the Church in Mendam, among the /ndrans in 
thoſe parts; and Mr. Bondet, who is Miniſter 
to the French Congregation at Oxford, in the 
Nipmug Country. The [ndzay Church at Natick 
(which was the firſt /ndian Church in America ) 
iS fince Bleſſed EL10T's Death, much dimioiſh- 
ed and dwindled away. Burt Mr. Daniel Gookin 
hath beſtowed his pious Cares upon ir. 


Beſides the Labours of the Engliſh in New- 
England,Mr. Dellizs (a worthy Dutch Miniſter ) 
at Albany has Learned the Language of the /n- 
dians in thoſe parts; God has Graciouſly Smi- 
led on his Endeavours, ſo as that Conſiderable 
Numbers of them are Converted to the Faith of 
Chriſt, and there is reaſon to hope that what 
IS 
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is done, is but the Firf-Fruits of a Great Har- 
veſt to follow. Take the Account which him- 
ſelf giveth, in a Letter bearing date the 16th. 
of Fannuary laſt. His words are theſe. 


Reverend Sir, 


cc Have this to add to my former, that a 
cc Jeſuite, called Milet, whom the Oneydes 
< took prifoncr about four years agoe, and who 
« jsnow in that Caſtle a great man among them, 
<« uſes all hi Sultilty to fruſtrate my Labours,by 
« by making falſe Impreſſions upon the Indians 
« concerning our Religion; yet God Almighty 
« js pleaſed to ſtrengthen my Proſelytes in that 
&« way | teach them more and more; ſome- 
<« times there happens difference and diſputes 
& between my Proſelytes and his, concerning 
« thepoints of Religion, but ours alleadge they 


« Confute the others. This I muſt ſay forfſ 


« them, that they take a great deal of pains and 
©& arevery Zealousto learn, and very Devout in 
« their practice; I am under ſavoir of opini- 
©< on, that the 7eſeit Catechiſm, With the Caſes 
&« of Conſcience added thereto, writ by their 
&« own Hands, which they learn the Indians, 
& which iseither in your or your Reverend Son, 
« Mr. Citton fathers policſſion, may be Servyi- 
© ceable to convince our Proſelytes and others 
| & French, 


All 


m- 
th. 
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« French, that come here of their penicious 
« Principles, and wiſh the ſame might be ſent 
« me. I had put Szx or Sever Pſalms in their 
& Native Language upon our Notes, but were 
<« not perfefted, now they are finiſhed and the 
&« Ten Commandments alto. The new Iafant 


| © Church among the Heathen Increaſes, there 


« being Seventeen laſt Communion day, the 
&« Thirty firſt of December laſt, who took the Sa- 
&* crament with us, and feur others Baptiſed the 
« ſame day. Thus God ts ſought of them that 
& aihed not for Him, and u found of them that 
« ſought Him not. 1 think that God has a grear 
= Pocele of them yet ; the Lord ſend a Bleſſing 
<< to thoſe means that are uſed for the Enlarge- 
«© ment of His Kingdom among them ; and 
<«« Bleſs you, and all that Labour in His Vine- 
'& yard, Which ſhall ever be the Prayers of 
«© him, who is, 


Reverend SIR, 


Your moſt Faithful and Obedient 
Servant, in our Lord Jeſit, 


Albany, January, | 
16. 1693,4-. Godefridus Delitns, 
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LETTER 


CONCERNING 


The Succeſs of the Goſpel amongſt 
the INDIANS in New- 


England. 


Written by Mr. Increaſe Mather, Miniſter of 
the Word of God at Fofton, and Reftor of 
the Colledge at Cambridoe in New-England, 
to Dr. John Leuſden, Hebrew Profetfor in 
the Univerſity of Urreche. 


Tranſlated out of Latin into Engliſh. 


Wortby and much Honoured Sir, + 


OUR Letters were very grateful to 
me, by which I underſtand that you 
| and others in your famous Ugiverſity 
| of UVrrechr, defire ro be informed concerning | 
the Converted Indians in America: Take 
therefore a True Account of them in a few 
words. 


It 


Colony there are four Jadian Aſſemblies, where 
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I: is above forty Years ſince that truly godly 
Man, Mr, John Elli:t, Paftour of the Church 
at Rocksborough, ( not above a Mile trom Boſton 
in New-England ) being warmed with a holy 
Zeal of Coverting the A::coricans, fer himſelf 
to learn the 12dian Tongne, rhat he might 
more ealily and ſucceſsfully open ro them the 
Myſteries of the Goſpel ; upon account of 
which he has becn { and not undeſervedly ) 
called, The p:(ile of the American Indians. 
T his Reverend Perſon, not without very great 
labour, Tranſlated the whole Bible into the 
Indian Torgue;' he Trarflatred atfo ſeveral 
Engliſh Treatites of Praftical Divinity, and 
Cartcchiſins 1;to their Language : Above 26 
Years agoc he gathercd a Church of Converted 
Indians in a lown called Natick; theſe Indians 
confeſſed their fins with Tears, and profeſſed 
their Faith in Chriſt, and afterwards they and 
their Childrea were Baptized, and they were 
ſolemnly joyned together in a Church-Cove- 
nant; the ſaid Mr. Ele was the firſt that Ad- 
miniſtred the Lords Supper to them. The 
Paftor of that Church now is an /nadzan, his 
Name is Daniel. Beſides this Church at Natich, 
among our Inhabitants in the 4aſſachuſerts 


the Name of the True God and Jeſus Chriſt is 


folemnly called vpon ; theſe Aſlemblies have 
American 
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American Preachers. Mr, Elliot formerly uſed 
to preach to them once every Fortnight, but 
now he is weakned with Labours and Old-age, 
being in the Eighty Fourth Year of his Age, 
and preacheth not to the /nd:ans oftner than 
once in two Months. 


There is another Church, conſiſting only of 
Converted Indians, about fifty Miles from hence, 
in an /ndian Town called Marſhippaug, the firſt 
Paſtor in that Church was an Engliſh Man, 
who being skilful in the American Language, 
Preached the Goſpel ro them in their own 
Tongue. This Engliſh Paſtor is dead, never- 
theleſs that Church has an /ndzarn Preacher. 


There are beſides that, five Aſſemblies of 
Indians profeſſing the Name of Chriſt, not far 
diſtant from Marſhippang, which have Indian 
Preachers : Fohn Cotton Paſtor of rhe Church 
at Plymouth (Son of my venerable Father-in-law 
John Gitton, formerly the famous Teacher of 
the Church at Boſton |) hath made very great 
progreſs in learning the /ndiaz Tongue, and is 
very $Skilful in it; he Preaches in their own 
Languagz to the laſt five mentioned Congrega- 
tions every Week. Moreover of the Inhabi- 
tants of Saconer in Plymouth Colony, there is a 
great Congregation of thoſe who for diſtintion 
ſake are called Praying Indians, becauſe they 
pray to God in Chrilt. 

E Not 
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Not far from a Promontory called Cape Gd, 
there are ſix Aſſemblies of Heathens who are to 
be reckoned as Catechnmeni, amongſt whom 
there are Six Indian Preachers : Samuel Treat, 
Paſtor of a Church at Eaſtham, Preacheth to 
thoſe Congregations in their own Language. 
There are likewiſe amongſt the Iſlanders of 
Nanrmchett a Church, with a Paſtor who was 
lately a Heathen, and ſeveral Meetings of Ca- 
techument”s,who are Inſtructed by the Converted 


Indians, There is alſo another Iſland, about ' 


Seven Leagues long, (called Martha's Vineyard) 
where are Iwo American Churches planted, 
Which are more Famous than the reſt ; over. 
one of which there preſides an Ancient /nd:an 
as Paſtor, called Hiacooms ; John Hiacooms, Bon 
of the ſaid Indian Paſtor, alſo preacheth- the 
Goſpel to his Countrey-Men. Another Church 
in that place John Techinoſh a Converted Indian 
teaches. In theſe Churches Ruling Elders of 
the /[ndizns are Joyned to the Paſtors; the Pa- 
ſtors were choſen by the people, and when they 
had faſted and prayed, Mr.El:o: and Mr. Cotton 
laid their Hands on them, ſo that they were 
folemnly Ordained. Al] the Congregations of 
the Converted Indians (both the Catechument 
and thoſe that are in Church Order)every Lords 
Day meet together, the Paſtor or Preacher al- 
wayecs begins with Prayer, and without n _ 

Ecaiile 
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becauſe from the Heart ; when the Ruler of the 
Aſembly has ended his Prayer, the whole Con- 
gregation of /ndians praiſe God with ſinging ; 
ſome of them are excellent Singers : After the 
P/alm,he that preaches reads a pace of Scripture 
( one or more Verſes as he will ) and expounds 
it, gathers Doctrines from it, proves them by 
Scripture and Reaſons, and interrs Uſes fron 
them after the manner of the Ezgliſh, of whom 
they have been taughr ; then another Przyer to 
God inthe Name of Chriſt concludes the whole 


IService. Thus do they meet together twice 


every Lords-day : They obſerve no #H:ly-dayes 
but the Lords-day, except upon ſome: extraor- 


. [dinary occaſion, and then they folemnly ſer a- 


_ whole days, either in giving Thanks or 
aſting and praying with great fervour of 
Mind. 


Before the Eng!iſh came into ti;zſe Coaſts, 
theſe barbarons Nations were altogether igrno- 
rant of the I rue God ; hence it is that in thetr 
Prayers and Sermons they nie Eng/iſþ Words 
and Terins ; he that calls upon the wolt Holy 
Name of God, ſays, Jehovah, or God,or Lord, 
and alſo they have iearned and borrowed many 
other Theological Phraſes from us. In ſhort, 
there are ſix Churches of Baptized /ndizns in 
New-England , and Eighteen Aſſemblies of 
Catechument's, profeſſing the Nance of _— 
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Of the Indians there are Four and Twenty who 
are Preachers of the Word of God; and be- 
ſides theſe, thete are Four Engliſh Miniſters 
who Preach the Goſpel in the /nd5an Tongue. 
1 am now my ſelf weary with Writing, and I 
fear leaſt if I ſhould add more l ſhould alſo be 
tedious to you ; yet one thing | muſt add, 
(which I had almoſt forgot) That there are 
many of the Jnaian Children who have learned 
by keart the Catechiſm, either of that Famous 
Divine Mr. Perkins, or that put forth by the 
Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter, and in 
their own Mother-Tongue can Anſwer to all 
the Queſtions in it. But I muſt end. I Salute 
the Profeſiors in your Univerſity ; to whom I 
defire you to Communicate this Letter, as 
Written to them alſo. Farewell, Worthy Sir ; 
the Lord preſerve your Health for the Benefit 
of your Country, his Church, and of Learning; 


Yours ever, 


Bſton in New-England, 
July 12. 1687. 


Increaſe Mathers, 
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An Advertiſement. 


OME further Account of that 7eſwite 
Catechiſm, and Caſes of Conſcience, mention- 
ed in the above-written Letter, may be ſeen in 
the Life of Mr. John Elior: Written by Mr. 
Cotton Mather, pag, 135,136,137. Edit. Third, 
Printed at London for Jobn Dunton. 
"0 H E Righteouſneſs of God through Faith, 
upon all without difference who do 
Believe: In Two Sermons; On Kom. 3. 22: 
Preached at the Mercbants-Lefture in Broad- 


ſtreet, by Nathaniel Mather, Miniſter of the 
Goſpel. Printed for Nathaniel Hiller, at the 


Princes Arms in Leaden-Hall ſtreet. 


